
Dynamic Purchasing 
System. 

 

A better way to sell to the NHS. 

A guide for suppliers by the: 



A Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) is a  
mechanism that allows Public Sector                    
organisations to buy goods and/or services 
compliantly. 
 
It is an electronic system which suppliers can 
join at any time. An 'open market' solution, a 
DPS is designed to give buyers access to a pool 
of pre-qualified suppliers.  
 
DPSs managed by NHS LPP are available for 
use by the public sector.  
 
Both clinical apps and digital solutions can be 
listed in the DPS. 



The DPS is designed to be SME friendly.  
Benefits include: 

 

• Suppliers don't have to demonstrate basic suitability 
and capability each time they wish to compete for a 
public sector contract.  

 

• The approval process is often quicker and simpler 
than a framework.  

 

• Improved accessibility for small to medium                  
enterprises (SMEs).  

 

• Award of individual tenders can be quicker.  
 

• Unlike a Framework, a DPS remains open to new 
suppliers throughout agreement period.  

 

• Suppliers can apply for additional categories  
throughout the life of the DPS if their business               
expands into new areas. 



Joining A DPS offers you:  
 
• The ability to supply your services to the entire UK public 

sector including the NHS, local government, universities 
and emergency services 

 
• A quick and compliant route to market  
 
• The opportunity to limit the tenders you are invited to bid 

for based on categories.  
 
• Limited competition as only those awarded are invited to 

tender, therefore increasing your chances of success   
 
• A service that is free to join; we will only ever charge              

activity-based income on any contracts awarded. ABI is 
between 0.5%-5% (depending on the agreement) with the 
rate of 1% being the most common).  



Inclusion on the Dynamic Purchasing System 
is a two-stage process.  

Suppliers complete a Standard Selection                
Questionnaire (SQ) which was previously known 
as a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ).  
 
From here, all suppliers who meet and pass the 
exclusion and section criteria in the SQ are          
admitted to the DPS to the relevant categories.  
 
Suppliers that are unsuccessful this time, are           
given useful feedback to help them reapply at a 
later date, if they’d like a further chance to join 
the DPS. 



Buyers award individual contracts through 
the DPS.  
 

The buyer invites all suppliers on the DPS 
(or for a particular DPS category) to compete 
and bid for a specific contract unless a                 
capability assessment has been carried out. 
 

In which case, the shortlisted suppliers from 
that activity will be offered the opportunity 
to bid.  
 

Suppliers are not obliged to bid. 



Companies can register directly from the  
website below. 

 
https://health-family.force.com/s/Welcome  



More specifically for clinicals apps, 
 
There is the health and social care DPS that 
is run in collaboration with the NHS LPP and 
ORCHA. 



This DPS currently offers condition 
specific apps for 25 different                    
categories, with more being added 
regularly. 



Asides from completing the online selection              
questionnaire (SQ),  
 

Suppliers of clinical apps or digital solutions will 
need to gone through an ORCHA accreditation 
process and must maintain an accredited score of 
65% or greater.  

 

The ORCHA Baseline Review (‘OBR’) is ORCHA’s 
first level of assessment and involves a detailed 
‘desktop’ analysis of Digital Health solutions  
looking across all of the key areas of regulation 
and compliance.   



Some Apps are technically medical devices and 
for class IIa, IIb and III devices, require full            
assessment and Approval in the EU through              
processes overseen by the national regulatory 
bodies such as the MHRA in the UK and HPRA in 
Ireland and in other jurisdictions by similar               
regulatory bodies.  
 

An App of this nature should not be made                
available to the general public until it has been           
assessed and appropriately certified and any that 
is identified as being a non uncertified medical          
device is excluded. 



More information about the health and 
social care DPS + the ORCHA baseline 

review can be found here: 
 

https://healthappsdps.orcha.co.uk/



Hope you found 
this helpful! 

This is a series we are making to help 
HealthTech Innovators access better 

resources. 
 

Just our small way of helping! 


